
   Dickinson Support Association 
 

Minutes from 1/13/2015 approved  

 

Mr. Murphy Updates:  

Referendum:  Second round of calls to homes is scheduled for next Tuesday and Thursday from 

5:30pm to 8pm.  

The pep rally at Dickinson is scheduled for 2/23 from 6-7:30pm, with the actual voting taking place on 

February 24. Along with the Honors Breakfast and the winter Sports Banquet on the same day.  

Please LIKE JDHS on Facebook to get the word out, as there are a lot of good postings/blogs about 

what passing the referendum will mean to the students and the community.  

 

Middle Years Program:  

Mr. Melidosian has been selected to be the Coordinator for the MYP.  

We currently have 52-6th grade students applying, and approximately 20-7th and 8th grade 

students.  This would mean that we would have a full 6th grade and a multi-year, 7/8 grade program 

put in place.  

On 3/1 there will be another open house for the MYP.  This puts it about a week after Choice decisions 

were sent out so parents could possibly look at this program as another alternative.  

All of this is hinged on the referendum passing.  

 

Construction:    

There is a meeting later this week to discuss what must be done about the curtain wall replacement 

issue as it relates to the knee walls in most classrooms and the HVAC that runs through it.  The new 

estimate to finish the job increased to $5million.  This may be reduced if the HVAC issues are not 

totally prohibitive.  There are some other concessions that "could" be made if need be.  

Room assignments will be updated regularly to account for all the programs and construction  

 

Uniform Policy:  

The proposal was well received by the board after one revision - there would not be any suspension for 

non-compliance.  The process goes back to the board this week, followed by 3 community info 

sessions (March and May at Dickinson, April at Warner Elementary).  

 

Inclusion:  

Approximately 25 students from the Central School, along with 2-3 teachers and 2-3 paraprofessionals 

will be at Dickinson starting the Fall of 2015.  

 

Scheduling starts on 3/11 for rising Juniors and Seniors.  

 

 

 

  



Other News:  

The board will work out a budget plan to include the Honor Roll Breakfast as a line item.  

We have been informed that in order to serve any perishable food at our concession stands, we must 

have a certified member who is either present at the function or readily available.  Red Clay is offering 

a course (Time TBD) and Beth Gotthold has agreed to take the course.  However, we are looking for 

other volunteers so that we can be covered for each event, and for future years.  A question was raised, 

which needs to be addressed when the class has been offered, concerning how long is the certification 

is effective.  

 

Odyssey of the Mind:  

Approximately 1500 people will be in attendance  

5-6 pm the night before we are looking for volunteers to help get the bulk of items set up and ready for 

the morning. Parking will be at a premium, even as early as 7am.  

 

The DSA meeting scheduled for 5/12 is reserved for Board Elections.  There will be openings for Co-

President (or President) and Secretary.  

 

Rep. Mike Ramone came to ask us to consider naming the gym for Mr. Albright, who served 

Dickinson for 26 years in many capacities.  He wanted to present the idea to the DSA before the formal 

district initiative process would be started.  

Mr. Murphy had indicated that they were working on a commemorative plaque to be displayed in the 

gym but that the formal process would need to be initiated by someone outside of the school 

(Alumni).  Mr. Ramone was willing to assist with contacts or financially to get this honor processed. 

 

Next meeting 2/10/2015 7pm  


